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It is with great excitement that we take a moment to look back at the accomplishments of 2010. What an incredible 

year it was for Fair Trade in Metro Vancouver! With the amazing team of members and volunteers on board, the 

success we have achieved is hardly surprising. 

Highlights of 2010 included us making Vancouver the first major city in Canada to become a Fair Trade Town in May. 

Also, in that same month, the Fair Trade Pavilion at EPIC was an astounding success and stole the show at Western 

Canada’s largest sustainability consumer exhibition. Throughout the summer we had a strong presence at major 

community events like the Projecting Change Film Festival, Car Free Days and the Vancouver Pride Festival.  In 

December, we ended the year with our Holiday Vendor Showcase and 2010 Wrap party on Granville Island in 

Vancouver, British Columbia. 

 Throughout 2010, we have utilized every opportunity to spread the message of Fair Trade within the media. 

Coverage of our efforts exploded, not only in newspapers; but in radio and television in British Columbia and across 

Canada. 

Truly, all volunteers at Fair Trade Vancouver should feel proud of their accomplishments. TransFair Canada—

Canada’s major national certification body—has repeatedly stated that our organization embodies the most 

professional activism they have ever witnessed. Without our dedicated volunteers, we would not have come so far. 

Taking a step back from the day-to-day work at Fair Trade Vancouver, it is important that all of you understand that 

your work is making a meaningful and positive impact on communities in developing countries because I have seen 

it firsthand. Upon my visits to Fair Trade co-operatives in June to Guatemala and Mexico, I met farmers earning 

more money, and saw schools that were built from Fair Trade premiums. From Latin America, to Asia, to Africa; 

sales of Fair Trade products are empowering people around the world. 

As we enter a new year of work promoting Fair Trade to residents in Metro Vancouver; keep this fact in mind: each 

time someone makes the switch to Fair Trade, it represents one life changed for the better, one purchase at a time. 

Keep up the good work. 

 

                                              Sincerely, 

 

 
Jeff Geipel 

Executive Director 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

 

 

Mark Abbott              Sasha Caldera             Sean McHugh       
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Our strategy has 3 main focus areas: 

• AWARENESS 

• AVAILABILITY  

• RESOURCES & CAPACITY 

At Fair Trade Vancouver, we are speaking to communities across Metro Vancouver to demonstrate how to find 

Fair Trade products in their neighbourhoods. We are encouraging community organizations, associations and 

churches to promote the use of Fair Trade products amongst their memberships. We are also working with 

businesses and distributors to encourage more Fair Trade product availability through our supply-chain 

research.  Lastly, we are working on the capacity of our organization to ensure these goals are possible. 

 

Our Approach 
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Media pick-up on the front page of the Vancouver Sun on Friday, 
May 7th.  Reported also on CBC and CKNW radio and the in the 
Metro and Georgia Straight. 

Vancouver - the first major city in Canada to 

become a Fair Trade Town  

 “We want to be the greenest city in the world, and a big part 

of that is ensuring that our goods and services are produced 

and delivered in a responsible way,” said Mayor Gregor 

Robertson. “It’s great that Vancouver will become the first 

major city in Canada to achieve Fair Trade Town status, and I 

hope other cities will follow our lead.” 

On May 6th, 2010, The City of Vancouver passed a motion committing to purchase Fair Trade products for all 

of its offices, and this made Vancouver the first major city in Canada to become a Fair Trade Town. This 

achievement received local and national press from major newspapers, television and radio and was 

celebrated on World Fair Trade Day with speeches and support from City Councilors Andrea Reimer and 

Raymond Louie, as well as several prominent Fair Trade activists.  

  

Highlights 
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EPIC 2010 – Fair Trade Pavilion  

At the EPIC Sustainability Consumer Show, Fair Trade Vancouver truly stole the show with our Fair Trade 

Pavilion.  18 exhibitors attracted thousands of visitors who engaged with our volunteers to learn more about 

Fair Trade.   Nearly 2000 people took part in our Aeroplan sponsored passport contest, and hundreds took part 

in our visible commitment to Fair Trade photo booth.  The Pavilion was by far the busiest part of the show all 

weekend long. 

 

“ I don’t think I’ve seen such incredible work in Fair Trade, at least not in Canada…Super 

professional and high-caliber, absolutely amazing!” –Michael Zelmer, TransFair Canada 
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Fair Trade Soccer Match 

 

Fair Trade Vancouver 

teamed up with KidSport 

Canada, the Vancouver 

Whitecaps, the City of 

Surrey and other great 

supporters to kick off the 

first annual Fair Trade 

Soccer Match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Vendor Showcase and 2010 Wrap-Up Party 

Our Holiday Vendor Showcase and 2010 Wrap Party was a huge success!  Over 1,000 people joined us for 

some Fair Trade shopping and the event caused such a splash that it was featured on CBC News. 

At the evening party to celebrate the year’s amazing achievements, several members of parliament spoke in 

support of Fair Trade, including the former Premier of British Columbia, Ujjal Dosanjh.   Awards were given to 

individuals and organizations that have made great strides in promoting Fair Trade across Metro Vancouver 
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AWARENESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 12 Print Media Stories including the front page of the Vancouver Sun on May 7th, and a 

Canadian Press article that appeared in cities from coast to coast.  Also features in the Globe 

and Mail and Toronto Star. 

• 3 TV interviews, as well as a feature CBC piece on our Holiday Vendor Showcase. 

• 5 radio interviews including CBC and CKNW. 

• 4,200+ Social Media Followers. 

• Largest city-focused Fair Trade Facebook Page in the world. 

•  57,550 shoppers at Whole Foods donated their bag deposit to Fair Trade Vancouver. 

AVAILABILITY 

• Creation of online Fair Trade Finder map and iPhone Application. 

• 120 Grocery store and coffee shop visits to hand out Fair Trade materials and distribution information. 

• Thousands of Fair Trade products sold at the Fair Trade Pavilion and Holiday Vendor Showcase. 

 

 

 

Results 
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RESOURCES & CAPACITY 

• Over 100 active volunteers. 

• 24 well attended Meetups and 146 members participating in our meetup.com group. 

• $14,000 annual budget (excluding internship sponsorship). 

• Fair Trade Pavilion and Holiday Vendor Showcase Revenue. 

• Funding from:  

• Simon Fraser Public Research Group (SFPIRG). 

• TransFair Canada. 

• Whole Foods Change for Change. 

• YWCA internship funding. 
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2010 Statement of activities   

Operating revenues     

  Grants        650.00  

  EPIC 2010     5,590.20  

  Holiday Vendor Showcase 2010     6,636.88  

  Donations     1,259.39  

  Membership dues          15.00  

  Total operating revenues   14,151.47  

Operating expenses     

  Printing & Displays     4,973.92  

  Campaign Materials     1,486.70  

  Events & Conferences          90.00  

  Affiliations & Subscriptions        189.00  

  Administration (webhosting, office supplies)        418.78  

  Legal        131.58  

  Holiday Vendor Showcase 2010     3,397.68  

  Total operating expenses   10,687.66  

      

Net operating income   3,463.81 

      

Summary 

In 2010, Fair Trade Vancouver raised the majority of its revenues through value-added volunteer 

services at the EPIC and our 2010 Holiday Vendor Showcase. In addition, we received several small 

project based grants from SFPIRG and one-time donations from members. 

Our expenses comprised of acquiring materials for our on-going campaigns, and printing displays for 

our participation at community events throughout the Metro Vancouver area. As Fair Trade 

Vancouver is a volunteer-led organization, our overhead costs were minimal as the majority of our 

expenses consisted of webhosting and start-up legal expenses. 

Because 2010 was our inaugural year, we just commenced society memberships; moreover we 

expect to secure more donations and grant money to finance our on-going campaigns.  

We would like to thank Fabrice Yanou in providing advice and consultation for this section of our 

report. 

Financial Statements 
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Steering Committee 

• Barb Agostini, NAS Recruitment Communications 

• Aron Bjornson, VanGoGreen  

• Jane Comeault, Metro Vancouver 

• Irene Gannitsos, Vancity Community Foundation  

• Andy Hira, Simon Fraser University 

• Andrea Reimer, City of Vancouver 

• Henry Stoch, Delloite & Touche  

• Lorna Young, Techworks  

Key Members 

• Kelli Erickson 

• Natalie Gan 

• Kevin Girard 

• Avery Gottfried 

• Eileen Knowles 

• Jasel Reyes 

• Sarah Robbins 

• Kieran Smith 

• Rogayeh Tabrizi 

• Carissa Vados 

Partners 

• Amnesty International Film Festival 

• British Columbia Council for International  Cooperation  

• DOXA Film Festival 

• Engineers Without Borders Canada 

• EPIC 

• KidSport 

• Me to We 

• Oxfam Canada 

• Projecting Change Film Festival 

• TheChange.org 

• The Dalai Lama Centre for Peace 

Special Thanks 
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Fair Trade Vancouver 

5571 Langtree Ave. 

Richmond, BC 

V7C 4L6 

www.fairtradevancouver.ca 

www.facebook.com/FairTradeVancouver 

www.twitter.com/FairTradeVan 

www.meetup.com/FairTradeVancouver 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


